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FOOD 


ODDLY DELICIOUS 
STRACCIATELLA 


Stracciatella cheese, made 
now in Charlotte from the 
milk of Italian water 
buffalo, is the hottest new 
chef toy in town. NA 


BUSINESS 


20-STORY TOWER 
SET FOR MIDTOWN 


The office tower and 
hotel are planned for the 
northeast corner of 
Baldwin Avenue and 
Third Street. 9A 


NATION 


CHARLIE ROSE 
OUT AT CBS, PBS 


Several women have 
accused the veteran 
journalist of unwanted 
sexual advances and 
sexual harassment. 16A 


Hitting the stores? Here’s 
what you need to know 


JOHN D. SIMMONS jsimmons@charlotteobserver.com 


Andrea DelGrosso shopped at the Concord Mills Toys ‘R’ Us last year for her nephews and a family she and her family had adopted for Christmas. 


m To entice Charlotte-area shoppers, some retailers 
have longer hours, some are offering big giveaways, 
some are cutting their hours to be efficient. 


BY KATHERINE PERALTA 
kperalta@charlotteobserver.com 


or many customers, 

getting a head start on 

holiday shopping means 

buying toys and elec- 
tronics from their smart phone 
in the comfort of their home on 
Thanksgiving. For others, get- 
ting the best deals means hitting 
the malls before many folks 


have finished their Thanks- 
giving pumpkin pie. 

Regardless of how people 
shop, Thanksgiving weekend 
remains the biggest spending 
period of the year. Retailers in 
Charlotte are planning accord- 
ingly: Some have longer hours, 
others are opting to shorten 
theirs to reflect changing shop- 
per habits. Many are offering 
so-called “doorbuster” deals to 
entice shoppers to stores. Given 


retail’s challenges in the indust- 
ry, some stores have closed 
entirely. 

Target, for instance, an- 
nounced this month it will no 
longer keep stores open over- 
night on Thanksgiving as it’s 
done in the past - instead, it’ll 
open at 6 p.m. on Thanksgiving, 
then close at midnight. It will 
reopen at 6 a.m. on Black Fri- 
day, then stay open until mid- 
night. 

Best Buy and Macy’s have 
similarly closed overnight in 
recent years. They have found 
less of a payoff in staying open 


during the wee hours when 
traffic dwindles now that their 
stores are open earlier on 
Thanksgiving evening. On the 
other hand, Kohl’s, J.C. Penney 
and Toys ‘R’ Us are opting again 
to stay open all night this year as 
they have done in the past. 
Monroe Crossing shopping 
center is opting to close com- 
pletely on Thanksgiving this 
year, unlike last year, when it 
opened at 6 p.m. A slew of other 
retailers - including Dillard’s, 
Costco, Crate and Barrel and TJ 
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Jury convicts driver in death of 
Panthers fan after playoff game 


BY MICHAEL GORDON 
mgordon@charlotteobserver.com 


A Charlotte man who was 
speeding and driving drunk 
when his car struck and killed a 
Carolina Panthers fan after the 
team’s 2016 playoff win was 
sentenced Tuesday to up to 16 
years in prison. 

After a full day of deliber- 
ations, a Mecklenburg jury con- 
victed Greg Wheeling of sec- 
ond-degree murder in connec- 
tion with the Jan. 17, 2016, 
death of Kelli Putnam on South 


Boulevard. Super- 
ior Court Judge 
Yvonne Mims 
Evans sentenced 
the 32-year-old 
Charlotte man, a 
graduate of Provi- 
dence High 
School and East 
Carolina Uni- 
versity, to between 156 and 200 
months. 

Wheeling and Putnam were 
linked by one of the city’s big- 
gest sports moments — the Pan- 
thers’ resounding win two sea- 
sons ago over the rival Seattle 


Greg 
Wheeling 


Seahawks. 

Witnesses said both Putnam 
and Wheeling had been drink- 
ing that day — Putnam as one of 
the tens of thousands of Pan- 
thers fans inside Bank of Amer- 
ica Stadium, Wheeling with a 
group of friends watching the 
game at a Plaza Midwood bar. 
Subsequent tests showed that 
both were legally drunk. 

But as Putnam was leaving 
the game on foot, Wheeling was 
demanding the keys of his pow- 
erful Audi sports sedan from his 
group’s designated driver, wit- 
nesses said. A mile down South 


Boulevard, after weaving in and 
out of traffic at almost twice the 
posted speed, Wheeling’s car 
struck Putnam as the 28-year- 
old tried to cross the street. Her 
body was catapulted 191 feet. 

The families of the driver and 
the dead woman filled most of 
the seats in the courtroom dur- 
ing the five days of testimony. 
Jury deliberations began Mon- 
day afternoon and lasted about 
a day, with the panel returning 
to the courtroom to deliver its 
decision not long after their 
lunch break Tuesday. 

On Monday, Evans told the 


jurors they could convict Wheel- 
ing on the lesser, related charge 
of involuntary manslaughter. 
But the 12 members opted in- 
stead for the more severe penal- 
ty. 

Prosecutors say Wheeling’s 
blood-alcohol level of .13 was 
more than three times over the 
restricted limit placed on 
Wheeling by an earlier DWI 
arrest. 

When the playoff game ended 
and his group was about to leave 
the bar, Wheeling begrudgingly 
gave his keys to a designated 
driver, Ashley Campbell, for the 
ride to drop off friends at the 
1-485 light-rail station, Camp- 
bell testified. But as Campbell 
drove, Wheeling pushed down 
on her right knee to compress 
the car’s accelerator and make 
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